Sponsor Expectations

I'm a Spons®

“The focus and attitude of your camp sponsors will make or break
the camp for your students.”

-A really smart man

e Begin praying now for the students who will be at camp.

e Model Christ-like attitude and actions in all you do. Be a spiritual
example.

e Be respectful of camp authorities and policies, including all camp
personnel.

e Be careful of gossiping, grumbling, and backbiting. (See Philippians
2:14-15)

e Be prepared to lead small group discussions.
e Develop relationships with your students.

e Serve as a companion and spiritual advisor to your students.
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Don’t ever talk bad about students (not even to other sponsors),
about sponsors, or about camp leadership. If you have questions
or concerns about a person or decision, take the issue directly to
your church leader.

Support the direction, rules, and goals of your the camp and your
church group.

Dress modestly, appropriately and in keeping with the goals of the
camp.

No one is above the rules. All sponsors must adhere to the same
rules as the students.

Attendance the worship services and be attentive in them.
Remember, students will follow the example of their leaders.

Look for every opportunity to talk to students about where they
stand with the Lord. If you are not comfortable with leading
someone to Christ, you can learn through the other resources
provided on this website.

If a student breaks the rules, follow the discipline policy of your
church group.

Don’t take any student off the campgrounds without permission
from your church leader.

Sponsors need to be where the students are—sitting among them
during the services and devotions, going to recreation with
them, etc. It’s hard to have a meaningful impact on students if
you spend the week “clumped up” with all the other sponsors.

Make ministry the focus and desire of your heart this week. Allow
God to minister to you and then choose to give of yourself to all
the students you are around.

If your spouse is also attending camp too, take time for each other.
Spend time together.

Be sure to spend daily time with Christ. Doing things for the Lord is
not a substitute for spending time with Him.

If you begin to feel irritable, pull away for a while and spend some
time with the Lord.
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Sponsors make or break the week by their attitude—Remember,
camp is for the students, so keep in mind that certain parts of
camp (i.e., games, food, music, worship services, etc.) are
aimed at them and not at you. Remember, camp is not about
you or your preferences but about students coming to know
Christ.

If your son or daughter is attending the camp, do not treat them
with special favor or put higher expectations on them than what
is expected from every other student. Avoid hovering around or
over them.

Sponsors sometimes stay up later than the students to fellowship or
unwind, but those sponsors still need to be up when the students
are up and at breakfast like everyone else. Remember, it's hard
to impact students if you're not where they are.

It’s okay to take a nap in the afternoon but it's best for students not
to do this. Otherwise, they might have trouble sleeping at night.
But if you take a nap, don’t expect the students to shut
everything down so they won't disturb you. Remember, this is
their camp.

Stay off your phone during times when activities or worship service
are happening. Students eyes will always move towards a device
which becomes an automatic distraction without you even
realizing it.

Your preparation for camp is your own walk with Christ and your
love for the students.

Avoid practical jokes. Every practical joke has a target which many
times leads to hurt feelings or a distraction from the purpose of
camp.

Pay special attention to first-time campers who might not be used to
being away from home.

Help keep your students on schedule.

Never give any type of personal medication or someone else’s
medication to anyone for any reason.

If a student makes a decision, be sure to take them to their pastor/
church leader. Also be sure to report the decision to the camp
director.
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e Closely watch students and youth who come to camp and are
involved in a dating relationship.

e If a student in your group makes a decision, don’t wait until after
camp to being the follow-up. Talk with them about baptism.
Encourage them to come to church Sunday morning and sit with
you.

e Be encouraging.
e Look for ways to help the cooks and camp staff.
e Participate in everything.

e Get to know the guests who are attending camp with your church
group.

e Invest your life in the students’ lives.
e Pray for our students.

e Love the students and be Jesus to them.
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