Leading a Discussion Group

“What 1s the most important word in the English language?
Relationshyp. Without this, nothing else we value would exist.”

-Unknown

e Learn every name in your small group as soon as possible and begin
getting to know your students in an individual way.

e Be the spiritual leader of the group.
¢ Be careful not to dominate the discussion.
e Talk to your leader if a student is dominating the discussion.

e Talk to your leader if there are issues beyond what you feel
comfortable handling.

¢ Avoid asking yes or no questions. Ask “so what” and “why”
guestions. Draw out of your students what they are thinking.
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e Be deliberate to include everyone in the discussion.
e Don’t be afraid to say, “I don’t know, but I'll find out.”

e Look for opportunities to sit with the students of your small group
during meals or service times.

e In a small group discussion, don’t move to a hew question too
quickly. Ask, “*Would anyone like to add to that?”

e Be aware of how girls sit in your group, depending on how they are
dressed.

e Ask God to give you His eyes and ears.
e Be a good listener and maintain eye contact.

e Relax and have fun. Nothing brings down “walls” like laughing
together.
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